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could be paid for was eaten ; the last appeal for help had
been rejected; and poor Desperiers, despairing, fell upon
his sword, and so died.
Eabelais divided his time between his hospital work
and this circle of scholars and poets. He acted as reader
to many of the publications of Gryphe, and he edited
two works, the Latin letters of Mainardi, and a couple
of Latin forgeries, which he proudly called " ex reliquiis
venerandae antiquitatis," consisting of a pretended will
and a contract. It was, some suppose, in consequence of
his inability to detect this forgery that Kabelais resolved
to publish no more serious works. No doubt he must
have been mortified at a failure which reflected on his
learning. Eut as he did subsequently publish learned
and serious works, the theory is untenable. We must seek
elsewhere for the cause of ' Gargantua and Pantagruel.'
The popular literature of the day dealt largely in
knights, deeds of prowess, giants, and wonders. The
' Histoire des Quatre Fils Aynion,'c Valentine and Orson/
the exploits of Fierabras, the tale of Melusine, the story
of Merlin and of Huon de Bourdeaux, were among the
more popular of the cheap books issued to meet the vul-
gar taste. Eabelais, probably with no view of making a
reputation for himself, but in simple gaiety and careless-
ness, set himself to burlesquing the chivalrous romances.
He would have a hero who should be as valiant as ITiera-
bras, as invincible as Huon, as adventurous as the Four
Sons. "We may be very certain that with his common-
sense he had already perfectly ascertained his own posi-
tion as a scholar. This was respectable. He did not
stand in the first front with Scaliger, but he had some
reputation. On the other hand, as a botanist, a physi-